GREAT MASSINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Playground Funding Progress — and How You Can Help

The Parish Council is pleased to share positive progress in securing funding for our community projects. At
the recent meeting, councillors approved the next steps for major external grant applications, alongside
acceptance of funding already awarded.

o National Lottery: A second-round application is being prepared for up to £140,000.

e FCC Communities Foundation: An application will be submitted for £100,000, which requires
matched funding and a local contribution of around £10,750 (known as “Contributing Third Party”
support).

e Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF): We have already secured a £50,000 grant, specifically
allocated to playground improvements. The Council will now move forward with signing the
acceptance documents.

These grants represent a significant step towards making the new playground a reality. However, unlocking
the FCC Communities Foundation funding depends on us raising the £10,750 local contribution.

We’re delighted to share that, thanks to the generosity of a local business, £1,000 has already been
pledged, leaving £9,750 still to raise. Every donation, large or small, will bring us closer to delivering this
much-needed facility for children and families in our community. To donate, please contact the parish clerk
at gmparishclerk@gmail.com.

To help meet this target, we are excited to announce a Fundraising Village Fete on Sunday 12th October at
the Village Hall. It promises to be a wonderful day full of fun, food, and activities for all ages, with every
pound raised going directly to the playground fund.

BIG RAFFLE — TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

Get your tickets from the pub, village shop, or village hall (card payments available at the pub).

#* Fantastic prizes include:
e £200 cash
e £100 cash
o Aflight experience with Lex Brun

e Plus many more prizes worth up to £1,700 in total!

See the separate flyer, or check at the pub, shop, or village hall for full details.
& All proceeds go directly to the new inclusive playground — come and be part of it!

In other news..........
External Audit Completed

Over the past month, the Parish Council’s annual accounts underwent an independent external audit
carried out by PKF Littlejohn LLP, the appointed auditors for local councils. We are pleased to report that
the audit has now been completed, and the auditors confirmed that the Council has complied fully with all
proper practices and relevant legislation. Importantly, their review raised no matters of concern, which
provides reassurance that the Council’s financial management continues to be sound, transparent, and
well-governed.

The full external auditor’s report is available for parishioners to view on the Parish Council website and on
the village notice board.



Parking on the Village Greens

The Parish Council has agreed to set up a dedicated working group to consider the issue of parking on the
village greens. The group will review current challenges, relevant legislation, and best practice guidance,
with the aim of developing a clear and fair policy for the future management of parking. Updates will be
shared with residents as this work progresses.

Scotsman’s Pit and Post Office Pit Improvements

At the recent Council meeting, a programme of works was proposed at Scotsman’s Pit. This will include
cutting back vegetation on the property side to the existing fence line, reinstating three swims, and clearing
vegetation and trees along the north side of the Pit. The Houghton Estate, as the lessor, will also be
approached to ask for assistance with any tree work around Scotsman'’s Pit.

The majority of this work will be carried out by local volunteers, with the Council appointing a contractor to
undertake specific tasks at Post Office Pit. Quotations for this contracted work are currently being sought.

Next Meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the Village Hall on 20™ October at 7.30pm.
Members of the public are very welcome to attend the meeting and there is an opportunity to make
comments or ask questions of the Council during the first part of the meeting.

Please note that the Parish Council will not respond to posts on social media and would ask that
any comments, complaints or compliments be directed to the Clerk via the contact details provided.

To contact the Clerk, Sarah Harvey you can telephone 01328 823391, email gmparishclerk@gmail.com or
write to Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW.
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